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rotected through its gestation by a cocoon of secrecy,
shielded from predators until precisely the right
moment (in this case, the Louisiana Exposition of 1904)
and finally bursting forth in all its glorious splendor....the
Monarch was bom!

After reading and rereading the History of the
Typewriter, Successor to the Pen, by G.C. Mares (and
reprinted by Dan Post) two things kept popping into my
mind.

First was the absence of any mention of either the
inventor or the producer of the Monarch, and unusual
emphasis on the man who was in charge of the display at
the Louisiana Exposition, the late F. J. Tanner.

Second was the mention of E. E. Bamey as being with
the Monarch Typewriter Company from its start in 1904
and the book's documentation of his career from his early

by Tom Fitzgerald
Philadelphia, PA

beginning with the Crandall Company in 1877
throughout the 1920's when he was with various entities
of the Trust known as the Union typewriter Company. A
complete history of his long career is documented
...except, strangely, a three-year gap beginning in 1901
when he left Seidel & Naumann in Dresden, and when he
is reported to have joined Monarch in 1904.

After researching these two seemingly unrelated items,
I have come to the conclusion that they are indeed related
and that the visible-writing Monarch was an offspring of
the Trust from its very inception, perhaps even as early as
1897!

When the Trust was formed in 1893, Wilbert L. Smith
was named a Director, a position he held until he and his
brothers abandoned the amalgamation in 1903,

The Cylclopedia of American Biographies reports that
during the course of this ten-year period Wilbert was
charged with the responsibility of building the Monarch
plant in Syracuse, NY. Since the Monarch was not
introduced to the public until a year after the Smiths
departed, it is safe to presume that the Trust had been
working on its development for at least a few years.

It is not surprising that Wilbert would have chosen
Syracuse as the site for the manufacture of the Monarch.
After all, Syracuse was the home of the Smith Premier

(continued on page 3)
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EDITOR'S NOTES

A gentleman from Santa Barbara,
California wrote to me about a
curious piece of typewriter miscel-
lany that appeared in a work by
humorist Alexander King. My
correspondent writes: "I remember
reading a book written by Alexander
King in which he told of being in
Italy in WWII and acting as PR man
for the Army. He was to be a go-
between for the army and the city
fathers. Once an old fellow who
scarcely spoke English contacted him
and asked him to come to his farm
slightly out of town as he wished to
show him something. They entered
a bam and the man proceeded to show

him on a workbench something he
had thought of and built. He lifted a
cloth and there stood a typewriter.
Rather crude, but it worked
somewhat -- the man had actually re-
invented the typewriter. He had
never seen one and, as far as he was
concerned, it was an original idea!
He had prepared a drawing and plans
and insisted that King take them and
try and get backers in the U.S. to
build and manufacture his idea. King
hated to tell him that he was years
too late with his invention, so he
took the plans. He never saw him
again as he moved on with the first
troops, but he always thought that
later when things slowed down and
offices, etc. were set up or this
fellow visited a larger city and saw
typewriters that King had indeed
stolen his invention!"

Now we know how the proud
engineers who designed IBM's
Selectric may have felt when they
saw a Blickensderfer.

T

I'm hoping some recent contri-
butions to trade magazines will
continue to get the word out about
collecting typewriters. 1 was con-
tacted at the beginning of the year by
Business Electronics Dealer to write
a monthly column on historical
typewriters, and the series debuted in
March.  The Office, which pre-
viously published one article I wrote
on the history of typewriters, asked
for two more. One will be devoted
to the first century of “desktop
publishing,” by telling some of the
history of the Hammond/Varityper
plus the various mechanisms for
office duplicating. A version of this
piece may show up in ETCetera
eventually. Another article in this
publication will be on the history of
the QWERTY keyboard and its
alternatives, culminating in a current
assessment of DVORAK.

11

I know a lot of collectors also go
after typewriter ribbon tins at
weekend flea markets. I've gotten
into this myself, and have a display

suggestion. 1 went out and bought
one of those cheapo full-length
mirrors, and found a roll of sticky-
back magnetic tape at the art supply
store. The tape sticks to the mirror,
and the tins are held to the tape by
the magnetism. It looks and works
great! The only drawback is that the
system does not accommodate ribbon
containers that aren't steel. My
cardboard Carter's box and my
Bakelite Pelikan container must sit
on my typewriter shelves until I
come up with a way to make a metal
bracket so they'll stick to my mirror.

it

Even the lowly Underwood No. §
can be a collector's treat, when you
find one in brilliant condition. Such
a machine confronted me at a flea
market not too long ago, and it had
an additional feature going for it. On
the front of the machine was the logo
of the firm that sold it. It's a picture
of a dog holding in its teeth a shield
inscribed “St. Paul Typewriter Ex-
change.” Minnesota collector Jerry
Fair tells me the St. Paul Typewriter
Exchange was well known for taking
old machines, overhauling them, re-
painting them, replacing decals and
making them look brand new. They
sure must have done a good job on
mine. The serial number dates it at
1926. 1 don't know when it was
redone, but in 1989 it still looks
new.
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MONARCH (continued from page 1)

plant before the Smith Brothers surrendered control to the
Trust. It would also be the home of their future venture,
L.C. Smith & Brothers, after they would leave the Trust in
1903.

A check of the trade mark section of the U. S. Patent
Office revealed that the Monarch trademark had been in use
since 1902 and copyrighted in 1904.

On December 7, 1897, E. E. Bamney was granted a patent
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another visible before going totally visible? The
Smiths apparently wanted to go visible with the Smith
Premier at the same time as introducing the Monarch.
Losing this argument in the boardroom was probably
the impetus they needed to revert to plan "B," which
was to work out a dissolution of their interest in the
Trust and from their own firm independent of its
authority.

The following facts suggest that the split was a

good deal more amicable than the public was led to
believe:

1. The continued secrecy of the details of the
Trust. The Smiths did not blow the
whistle, so to speak.

2. The continued secrecy of the development
of the Monarch. Again, the Smiths did not
blow the whistle.

3. The sharing of E. E. Bamey's patent...both
the Monarch and the L. C. Smith featured
the same unique type basket shifting
mechanism.

4. Timing - both the Monarch and the L. C.

Smith machines were introduced in the Fall
of 1904.































